-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew T. Munson [mailto:andrew@moldingbusiness.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 18, 2010 2:57 PM
To: david.murphy8@comcast.net
Cc: David Narkewicz, External; Mary Midura
Subject: Gunshots at Silk City
Dear David,
 
My family currently resides in one of the four condos above the Subway in downtown Florence.  Our building is right next door to Silk City on one side and Florence Savings on the other.  Unfortunately, the altercation that led to gunfire early on Sunday morning outside of Silk City took place no more than 20 yards from my daughter’s bedroom window.  She is nine months old.  As you can imagine, this incident is very concerning to my wife and me for a number of good reasons.
 
If we look back on the past 20 months at Silk City, we have two well-publicized incidents: a violent death in early 2009 and now racial and/or drug-related gun violence.  I’m sure the police are aware of other dangerous and/or illegal activities that have transpired at or near Silk City since early 2009.  And I can personally attest to dozens of other undocumented and unreported dangerous and/or illegal incidents that have taken place between the hours of 12:00am and 3:00am on Saturday and Sunday mornings.  All of this data points to one thing: the City of Northampton needs to do something to address this problem before someone else gets hurt or killed.  
 
By now you have probably read the police report(s).  And you might have heard the bar owner’s side of the story.  If you are interested in hearing a resident’s point of view, I would be happy to talk to you about what ACTUALLY goes on during the hours of 12:00am to 3:00am in the Silk City parking lot.  And I’m sure my neighbors would be more than happy to get in on the discussion and would corroborate my assessment.  Fortunately for my neighbors, I believe that two of them were out of town on Saturday night and missed the action.  You may not have heard from the resident in the fourth condo, but they are on the opposite side of the building and have the least exposure to Silk City.
 
Anyway, I don’t want this email to sound accusatory confrontational.  I just want Florence and Northampton to be safe for my family.  If there is anything I can do to help in this endeavor (especially as it relates to Silk City), please let me know.
 
Best regards,
 
Andrew Munson
(residing at 89 Main St Apt C, Florence, MA 01062)
 
